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Changing Lives One Degree at a Time

Spring 2017 Graduates

Alisa Williams
AA, Harold Washington College 2017

Hedy Cohen with
Graduate Leonetta Clark

s a HWC student, my experience has been
nothing but a miracle from the first day I
arrived. This academic journey which I have
started, has absolutely inspired me to push
harder towards the goal of becoming a licensed
clinical social worker. Here at HWC, I have taken
classes like Social Work 101 and Mental Health
223/224, which have assisted me in getting to the
next level of my career. In the beginning of my
studies, I felt insecure and out of place due to
my age and being a non-traditional student. This
insecurity caused me to compare myself to the
younger students which aﬀected my self-esteem.
Yet many professors would express to me that it
is not how you start the race, it is how you finish
it. I needed to be in an atmosphere that would
be conducive to the mental stimulation I needed
to become a professional. Meeting and being
inspired by so many educated people, I then
started to feel a sense of security and belonging.

’m so excited to share the news that I completed
a Master’s in Elementary Education this spring.
This achievement completes my journey toward
becoming a certified teacher in Illinois. As many
of you know, it is something I have been working
on for a long time. In a previous newsletter, after
completing my Bachelor’s degree, I took the time to
thank the many supportive friends and colleagues
who encouraged me with every step. I am still
appreciative of those people, the professors and
staﬀ of Harold Washington College, my “Fairy
Godmothers” and other friends at St. Margaret
of Scotland Parish, my best friends Angela and
Michael Pratcher, and of course, my family.

A

Additionally, HWC has provided numerous
academic services that enhance students’
knowledge, provide guidance, and prepare
students for success. Programs like the Tutoring
Center, Writing Lab, and the Wellness Center have
continued on page 2...
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At the close of graduation last week, I realized
that my list of people for whom I am so thankful
for has grown a bit. This spring, I worked with
a second grade class that was filled with some
of the kindest and brightest students I have
ever met. They were so engaged and at the end,
I wished I could pack them up and take them
with me. I enjoyed working with those students
so much, I found myself hoping I could work at
their school next fall and have the group for third
grade! Their teacher, Mrs. Dora Garcia, was one
continued on page 2...

continued from page 1...
of the kindest and best teachers I’ve ever worked
with. I gained so much insight into organization,
time management, and strategies to create an
orderly classroom where everyone cares for one
another. She was so supportive and answered all
of my many, many, questions. She gave valuable
feedback on my teaching, too. Mrs. Garcia truly
went above and beyond what is expected of a
cooperating teacher, even going so far as to oﬀer
me a ride to and from school when my car was in
for repairs! She picked me up and we carpooled
to work, chatting the whole way. At the end of the
semester, she presented me with a huge gift bag
that contained a beautiful teacher’s tote with a
ton of supplies to get me started and handwritten
thank-you notes from each of the students! I
couldn’t have had a better student teaching
placement and I am so thankful for Mrs. Garcia.
Another person who really made a huge impact on
me was Roosevelt professor, Dr. Judy Gouwens.
Dr. Judy, as I called her, despite her insistence
that we simply call her Judy, was very eﬀective
at imparting the idea of how social justice aligns
with education and ways in which we can
implement the concept through our teaching to
help empower our students. Like Mrs. Garcia, Dr.
Judy also went above and beyond. She provided
a shoulder to cry on, literally, with the many tears
I shed as I almost crumbled under the pressure of
edTPA, a fairly new teacher certification portfolio.
Dr. Judy listened to stories of family troubles
that threatened to derail things, and sprang into
action when she heard of tuition woes, taking up
the cause and trying to help on my behalf, even
making a small donation. I thank Dr. Judy for her
care and concern for us students!
I am back to working as a substitute teacher
while I apply for a permanent position. I have
loved working with kids from k-8 at a variety of
schools. I was thrilled last week while covering a
kindergarten class, when a principal caught me
and the children singing along to Ella Jenkins’
Jambo, which I had pulled up on my cell phone
after their music prep was canceled! I have
definitely had an interesting road with ups and
downs and now, I look forward to writing a
future RBS piece with details of my classroom
and updates on how things are going. Thank
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you to my fellow Roger Bardwell Scholars, and
a heartfelt thank you to Hedy and all the RBS
supporters, I look forward to becoming one of
the newest RBS supporters and attending next
year’s luncheon with a check in hand!
Leonetta Clark
AA, Harold Washington College 2010
BA, Eastern Illinois University 2015
MA, Roosevelt University 2017
Bardwell Scholar

Miriam Ramirez
continued from page 1...
had major impact on my success. Tutors like Jeﬀ
Jones and Mr. Fisher, who are mathematicians,
broke down my walls of fear when it came to
math. Professors Garvey and Jeﬀrey Daniels of
the English department helped me understand
my creative side. Moreover, Professor Ferri
presented history in a way that really captured
what the world looked like for many years and
how diﬀerent it is today.
The next stop on my academic journey will
be to attend Northeastern Illinois University
where I will continue to work hard as a student
and receive a Bachelor’s Degree in Social Work.
Without a doubt, my success is a shared success
based on my eﬀort and the support I received
here at Harold Washington College.
Alisa Williams
AA, Harold Washington College 2017
Bardwell Scholar

The Most Wonderful Journey and the Best
People

I

often forget how fortunate I am. I was born
in a country which allows people to succeed
through perseverance and hard work. Today
more than ever, I believe that. Disappointment
was something I didn’t get exposed to during
my elementary and high school years. After
graduating high school I was accepted to a fouryear college and with that came all the illusions,
promises, dreams, hopes and expectations from
a family that was sending its first member to
university. Half way through my first semester I
received news about my father’s health and the
news was anything but great. Two years prior he
had suﬀered a stroke and after two brain surgeries
we knew certain side-eﬀects would remain. This
forced him to quit his job and they had to survive
on a check from my mother’s part-time job. My
father has always been proud to say that even
during the worst of times, he has never asked for
assistance from the government but during those
diﬃcult times he had no other choice.
Learning the strong work ethic from him I decided
to send home the money I was making from my
work study, rather than use it for my college
expenses. After my first year in college,I didn’t go
back. I left the institution with student debt and
at the worst possible time, during the recession.
For the next three years I worked two jobs and
was able to pay oﬀ all my student debt. That was
definitely a big accomplishment. Nevertheless,
I still had this urge of wanting to do more than
work at restaurant from 6 to 2. I realized that
after that first college experience I left behind the
passion and desire that had carried me during my
early years.
I always wanted to be someone that could create
a positive change in our society, but years of
mundane routines and lack of ambition had
suppressed those desires. For many years I told
my parents that I would go back to college, but
years passed and I was still at that same restaurant.
One day without thinking much of it, I attended
a Harold Washington College open house and
decided to enroll right away. By this time I was

working for a new employer, seeing my fellow
coworkers with full-time jobs and going to school
completely inspired me.
Fast forward to the present and I cannot believe
I will be receiving my Associate’s Degree in
Business/Economics after this semester. It has been
a long, diﬃcult, and unusual journey. This journey
started with the amazing Rachel Cabrzynski, my
advisor, who has been my cheerleader from the
get go. Along this wonderful journey at HWC I
also met professors that will forever have a long
lasting impact on me: Professor Kristin Bivens,
Professor Fernando Miranda-Mendoza, Professor
Rosie Banks, Professor John Hader, Professor
Rachel Iannantuoni, Professor Jean Garrison
and Professor Daniel Clark. But I also have to
thank Rachel Cabrzynski for introducing me to
the wonderful Hedy Cohen. I have only known
Hedy for a few months but her aura and her
kindness makes me feel as if I have known her
for a lifetime. Hedy is a remarkable person who
mentors people that have given up on themselves
or their circumstances have made it harder to keep
going. I cannot thank her and the Roger Bardwell
Scholars enough for the constant support and
guidance. I know that what I have accomplished
thus far is just the beginning of a long road ahead.
I will do my very best to represent RBS, Hedy and
HWC.
I look forward to continuing my educational
journey by working towards my bachelor’s
degree. I’m still not 100% sure which university,
but I would like to thank every single donor to
RBS. Your contributions have helped people like
me to continue our education, become the best we
can be, and help those that are walking behind
us. Ellen Goldberg, my transfer advisor and the
true rock-star of many of the successes at HWC,
Hedy and Rachel Cabrzynski, from the bottom of
my heart and with the utmost gratitude, thank
you!
Miriam Ramirez
AA HWC 2017
Bardwell Scholar

3

2OGER 7 "ARDWELL 3CHOLARSHIPS

Bardwell Lunch

A

t first I was a bit nervous at the event because
I knew I’d have to speak with others, but the
individuals I met there wanted to hear about my
education and my life. It was a very welcoming
environment and I even learned more about
undocumented students and some of the fears
they face. I was very happy to be a b part of
such event that is not only for socializing, but for
educating and understanding others.
The event was set oﬀ by a jazz band who played in
between breaks as we ate a delicious brunch that
consisted of salad, pizza, fruit, and more. Lunch
was followed by speeches by the alumni,who
pulled at our heart strings discussing their
journeys as undocumented students. I believe
these events are essential because I was able to
meet with other students who were Bardwell
Scholars and we were able to share and connect
with each other through our struggles. If there
were any questions, the guests were able to ask
during the discussions and introductions of the
scholars .The event started at 11 and ended at 2
with lovely jazz music to finish oﬀ the luncheon.
It was a very memorable day for anyone who
attended.
Ayme Robinson
HWC
Bardwell Scholar

Charles McSweeney and RBS Hafsi Yakubu
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Diane Richardson and Debbie Miles

RBS board members Johnny Phan and
Riley Jones, Barb Udren

Margareta Chavez and Ellen Goldberg

heon, Spring 2017
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RBS Alba Orizaba, Jacky Sanchez, Heriberto
Bustos, Andrea Scaggs, Sunday Joseph

RBS board members Tony Foster and Johnny Phan

RBS Tonja Girten and Bonnie Fields

RBS Naila Opingah and Joan Habinek

2017 Bardwell Scholars

back row - A Allakim, M Amaro, D Richardson, M Amaro, L Clark, T Foster, D Dantes, C Ferreira,
A Williams, H Yakubu, R Jones, J Phan
front row - A Orizaba, M Ramirez, N Opingah, T Girten, H Rodriguez, A Robinson, H Cohen
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Becoming A Thought Leader

W

hen I interviewed with Mount Holyoke
College, the Associate Director of the
Frances Perkins Scholar program, Nichole
Reynolds, shared with me, “Attending this school
can be a transformative experience if you allow it
to be.” The words that she spoke were the guiding
force behind the ways in which I approached my
junior year. The 2016-2017 school year has been
the most transformative year of my academic
life thus far. Indeed, I stepped out of my cocoon
and forced myself to stretch; no matter how
uncomfortable or the amount of fear that I felt, I
pushed towards new experiences that helped to
construct the person I was becoming.
First, after much consideration, I oﬃcially declared
my self-design major in Black Geographies with
the support of my academic advising team.
Designing my own curriculum has empowered
me to partake in interdisciplinary research,
creating a hybrid of rich proficiencies that make
me a sturdier and more attentive student. Also,
my scholarly interests are intersectional, creating
a cross-pollination of the multiple academic areas
to which I engage regularly; this has proven to
be the most academically rigorous path to follow.
Further, I continue to work as a research assistant
for Dr. Preston H. Smith II, collecting information
on grassroots housing protests and socioeconomic
data, that tracks the sociopolitical and economic
progress of black Chicagoans. Additionally, I
work as a teaching assistant for Professor Smith’s
Black Metropolis course, which focuses on postwar black Chicago. I present weekly lectures
on black culture as well as supporting students
through synthesizing data for research projects,
helping them to develop a greater understanding
of the complexities of black Chicago. Through
this experience, I have discovered that my love
for education and helping students, has led me to
aggressively pursuing my dream of becoming a
professor, furthering black geographical studies.
Likewise, I continue to work as an admission
fellow for the Frances Perkins Scholars
Program, planning special admission events and
corresponding with prospective students. I was
also elected the president of the Frances Perkins
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Scholar Association and worked tirelessly to
represent and advocate for the needs of the
Frances Perkins Scholar community. I rebuilt the
foundation of the organization by establishing a
symbiotic relationship with the administration
through the department liaisons initiative,
ensuring that the staﬀ were supporting FPs
properly as nontraditional age students, with
unique needs. Similarly, I created FranPedia, an
online Wiki, to help FPs find information and
resources specific to our community. My work
as the president of the FPSA led me to winning
a student leadership grant to attend the Public
Leadership Education Network conference on
Women Unlocking Nonprofits in Washington
D.C. Thus, I studied under the tutelage of
professional women working in nonprofit
advocacy, fundraising, and direct service. These
seminars provided a plethora of invaluable
knowledge while expanding my professional
network as I begin the process of building my
own nonprofit to help black youth in Chicago.
Additionally, I traveled to Boston for the American
Association of Geographers conference. This
symposium connected me with other geographers
and students as I start to consider graduate school
options. Attending the conference also confirmed
that the academic path I am on, which examines
the intersections of race, culture and geography,
is an emerging field that is gaining a lot of traction
in academic circles. Even more, the connections I
made, the talks I witnessed along with meeting
scholars I follow regularly, was another lifechanging opportunity that I have pursued
through Mount Holyoke’s support.
Throughout this extremely transformative year,
Hedy has also continued to be that beacon of light
that she has always been, keeping me grounded
and focused. Certainly, I am appreciative that
she has remained as a robust force of love and
encouragement almost 900 miles away through
her continuous phone calls and e-mails. Being
apart from my beloved hometown of Chicago
has been exceedingly diﬃcult. However,
knowing that my Bardwell Scholar family
is rooting for me and extending their hands

keeps me motivated.
I am so excited
when I receive the
newsletter and read
about the amazing
accomplishments of
my Bardwell family.
The RBS board
and
donors
are
instrumental in my
growth as a scholar
and I hope to remain
as an example that
reflects our motto:
“Changing
lives
one degree at a time.” Transformation comes
from the willingness to change and Hedy and
the entire RBS family are significant to the new
April and the thought leader that I am becoming.

Cydni Hinton with RBS Board member Alba Orizaba

Thank you for the opportunity to continuously
transform,
April L. Graham
Honors AGS, HWC 2015
Mount Holyoke College
Frances Perkins Scholar, ‘18
Bardwell Scholar

RBS Alba Orizaba with her brother, Abel

RBS Daniel Dantes

RBS Christian Ferreira
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The Salon

M

y mother and I recently had the pleasure
of hosting a Sunday afternoon tea and
conversation with the inspiring Hedy Cohen
and two Bardwell scholars, Daniel Dantes and
Heriberto Bustos (Eddy). After snacking and
socializing with a group of people unfamiliar
with the Roger Bardwell Scholarship community,
Daniel and Hedy gave a meaningful presentation
about the scholarship, and Daniel talked
extensively about his life and how he got to be
part of the program. While there is no doubt that
Hedy, Daniel’s and Eddy’s lives have been deeply
impacted by RBS, that one afternoon of dialogue
opened the hearts and minds of all of our guests,
including, and especially, ours. Rarely do I get to
talk in a meaningful way with people with such
dramatically diﬀerent histories and perspectives,
and I am forever grateful to Hedy for bringing
her generosity into our home and to Daniel and
Eddy for allowing their stories to be told. As I
am going oﬀ to college myself, it is daunting for
me, even as someone without anywhere near the
kind of obstacles the Bardwell Scholars face, to
venture into higher education. It must take an
unbelievable amount of courage to let yourself
to be so vulnerable in front of so many people,
and for that, I so deeply admire Daniel and Eddy,
as well as the other Bardwell scholars who are
equally courageous against overwhelming odds.
I was especially moved by Daniel’s drive for
knowledge and the education that will give him a
fulfilling future. Daniel talked about how he was
making enough money as a waiter to get by, but he
wanted to move ahead in his career and intellect.
Without Hedy’s devotion and mentorship, even
someone with a huge amount of drive might not
have been able to navigate their way through the
higher education system on their own. Daniel and
Eddy were very clear that Hedy’s commitment,
kindness, and generosity, as well as her depth of
knowledge, have set their lives on a meaningful
course.
Ayelet Spertus
Guest writer and host of the evening
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Hosts Chana Zelig and daugher, Ayelet Spertus

Thank You
Dear Chana and Ayelet,
Please accept this letter as my sincere appreciation
for your unparalleled welcome and hospitality.
It has never been easy for me to speak openly
about my legal status, my past struggles, and
the accomplishments that I have managed to
achieve, despite great diﬃculties throughout
life. However, being surrounded by individuals
who (based solely upon their indelible regard for
individual dignity)accept me as a human being
aﬀected pride and trust like I have never known.
In today’s society, we often forget our childhood
lessons on ethics and morals, and we are
witness to great abuses of the poor and the
disadvantaged. All of these are issues that, to
me,although troubling, also inspire hope that as
human beings, we can come to the understanding
that without collaboratively solving our principal
issues, we will never reach true happiness. The
advancement of technology and societal wealth
we inspire and nurture notwithstanding, in my
opinion, the answer to these issues begins with
the presence of more people like you.
Thank you for continuing generosity.
Sincerely,
Daniel Molina Dantes
AA HWC 2016
Bardwell Scholar
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Bardwell Fundraiser

O

n March 12, 2017, Bardwell Scholars hosted
a fundraiser at the home of Julie and Chris
Froeter in Evanston. The film Girl Rising was
presented in order to provoke conversation about
the present issues of providing education to
underprivileged young men and women around
the world and in the Chicago area. Attending
the event were 20-30 friends and supporters,
including some Bardwell Scholars board
members. Donations were made to both Roger
Bardwell Scholarships and the organization Girl
Rising, which promotes global partnerships and
emphasizes local and community action.

In addition to the film screening, RBS recipient and
board member Alba Orizaba gave a personal touch
to the evening by speaking about her experience
living in this country as a Mexican American and
how that has aﬀected her opportunities and access
to higher education.
Through the narratives of 9 girls from 9 diﬀerent
countries in the documentary film Girl Rising,
light is given to the sexism and discrimination
that women from developing countries often
experience. These girls and young women were
faced with overwhelmingly hard situations,
but were able to overcome the barriers of their
gender through the application and persistence
of education.
Guest writer and host of the evening,
Ruby Froeter
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Ruby, Chris and Julie Froeter (L-R)

To Diane From Alisa

M

y experience here has been nothing but a
miracle from the first day I arrived and part
of the reason for that is Diane Richardson. Diane,
my advisor, mentor, and friend has been a guiding
light that has given me strength. Ms. Richardson
helped me to see how important it was to attend
all my classes and push forward towards the
goal of obtaining an associate’s degree. She has
also helped me believe in myself and face my
insecurities about being a non-traditional student.
Ms. Richardson has been more supportive than
my own family members and I’m grateful to have
met her.
Alisa Williams
AA HWC 2017,
Bardwell Scholar

From Diana

I

came to Harold Washington College as a
transfer student in search of a fresh start. I
decided to seek an advisor and luckily, I met,
Diane Richardson. I cannot say enough good
things about Diane. She listened to me- she really
listened to me. She learned about my dreams,
fears,and goals. After learning about each other,I
didn’t feel like I was talking to a stranger; I felt
like I was talking to a friend who sincerely cared
about my well-being and future. When I was
going through troublesome times,Diane advised
me to apply to the Roger Bardwell Scholarship. I
did and I can’t thank her enough for her referral.
Once I became a member of the Roger Bardwell
Scholarship family my life started to shift. I felt
extremely motivated. I had a strong support
system that truly guided me, and inevitably
pushed me beyond my limits. Diane is currently
helping my partner with his career plan and I rest
assured knowing he is in good hands.
Diane, we need more people like you. People
that do not see you as another customer/student
but as a human being who needs guidance and
support. For many students, registering for
college classes is the first step towards adulthood
and it makes the whole process less intimidating
when someone is willing to help.

Alisa Williams with Diane Richardson

With Love,
Diana Chacon

Diane Richardson is retiring in July after
working at City Colleges for the past 27 years.
During her time there, she has worked in the
following jobs:
Clerk for Child Development at Dawson
Secretary for Child Development/CDA
Secretary for Public Agency and Special Programs
Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper at City Wide
College
College Clerical Assistant II for the Registrar’s
Oﬃce
After achieving her bachelor’s and master’s
degrees, Diane has worked as a college advisor
for the past 10 years.

Diane has not only guided and advised
many RBS to achieve their goals, but she is
proudly a Bardwell Scholar herself.

Diana Chacon with her son Leo as she graduates
with her BA, May 2017
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Bardwell Scholars thank you for your support.
Contributions, which are deductible to the extent the law allows, are always appreciated and enable
us to continue this important work. Please ask your employer if they oﬀer matching funds or corporate
contributions to nonproﬁt organizations.
(The Roger W. Bardwell Scholarship Fund is a registered 501(C)3 tax exempt organization)

Contributions to the Roger W. Bardwell Scholarship Fund may be made by check and sent to:

Bardwell Scholarship NFP
1204 Monroe
Evanston, IL 60202
or
donate on our website through Pay Pal
For further information, or if you know someone who might be a candidate for a
Bardwell Scholarship, please contact Hedy Cohen:
Roger W. Bardwell Scholarship Fund, Harold Washington College
30 E. Lake St., Room 1155 Chicago, IL 60601 (312) 553-3049

www.rogerbardwellscholarship.org

Roger W. Bardwell Scholarship Fund
Harold Washington College
30 E. Lake St. , Room 1155
Chicago, IL 60601
(312) 553-3049
www.rogerbardwellscholarship.org
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